THE PROBLEM
Two problems have developed with the above information. First, many foresters are questioning such site index values in Florida. They have planted slash pine which has grown far below the level indicated by the site index values. Second, some believe that the southern area with vegetation of Choctawhatchee sand pine is not Lakeland, but probably soils of the Kershaw series (thermic, uncoated, Typic Quartzipsamments). The Lakeland series requires 5 to 10 % silt plus clay between depths of 10 to 40 inches. The Kershaw series has less than 5% content of silt plus clay. Because of this higher silt plus clay content, the Lakeland series is considered to be more productive than the Kershaw series.
METHOD
Soil data were collected in Walton County, Florida. Twenty-seven samples were taken of the 10 to 40 inches depth to determine the silt plus clay content. This was done in both the northern and southern part of the Lakeland series area. Site index data were collected on slash, longleaf,
